THE   SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

ever, is not unknown to the Rajputs of the plains.
Colonel Tod tells us that the Ranas of Mewar,
when they visit the temple of Siva, supersede the
priest and perform the ceremonies.1 This prac-
tice occurs at other temples. We are told in
the Ras Mala that, at the shrine of Amba
Bhowanie Mata, the tutelary deity of the Pra-
maras, the Rana himself offers sacrifice, fans
the idol with a chaori, and takes the offerings.2
At Rajim, in Kosala, too, are some ancient
temples sacred to Vishnu, and of one of the
oldest of these the pujaries are Bais Rajputs.3
Here we have the Asura custom of Kshatriya
priests, as it existed amongst the Bahlikas, still
surviving amongst orthodox Hindus.

It is said that when Vishnu, in the Dwarf
Avatara, took away the dominions of the Daitya
chief Bali, with the exception of Patala, the
Asura king was allowed to retain six privileges.
Of these, one was that he should make a sraddha
without BrahmanSj and another was that he
should make an offering without a priest.* This
seems to point to a religious compact, or " Con-
cordat," between the Aryas and the Asuras.
At the.time described in the Mahabharata, many
Kshatriya tribes were still unregenerate. The

1  " Annals of Rajasthan," i. 446.

2 Ras Mala, 323.          3 Ind. Arch. Reports, vii. 9.
* Harivansa, ii. 490.
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